
STUDY SESSION AGENDA
Call To Order, Pledge To The Flag, Roll Call

Public Participation
This is an opportunity for the public to provide public comment to the Presiding Officer.  

Those wishing to speak are required to sign in prior to commencement of the meeting 
and must address the Council from the seat and table provided.  The public comments 

must comply with Ordinance 2014-02 and be limited to 5 minutes or less. 

Discussion Items

Discussion Of FY 2017 Budget Development Process

SS MEMORANDUM (BUDGET OVERVIEW 8.1.2016).PDF
SS MEMORANDUM (FY 2017 BUDGET ATTACHMENTS).PDF

Discussion On Nick's Park Redevelopment Design Options

NICKS PARK DISCUSSION.PDF

Discussion On Building Code Administration

SS MEMORANDUM (BUILDING CODES 8.1.2016).PDF
SS MEMORANDUM (BUILDING CODE ATTACHMENTS).PDF

Old Business

New Business

City Council Study Session Adjournment
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3.

3.A.

Documents:

3.B.

Documents:

3.C.

Documents:

4.

5.

6.

http://www.cityofmonticello.net/2d9f38d3-950a-4cdf-8816-335bd0eace63


ITEM:    Discussion on FY 2017 Budget
Development Process.  

DEPARTMENT: City Administration

AGENDA SECTION: Discussion Items SUBMITTED BY: Bob Mahrt, City 
Administrator

ATTACHMENTS:
(   ) ORDINANCE
(   ) RESOLUTION
( x ) OTHER SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

DATE:  August 1, 2016

BACKGROUND:
City Administration is in the initial phase of preparing the FY 2017 Budget.  The budget will be 

prepared by City Administration with guidance from the City Council and recommendations 

from City Staff.  The City Administrator would be responsible for presenting the budget to the 

City Council for final approval on or about December 12, 2016.

City Administration will work with the City Council in the early stages of the budget planning 

process to build consensus for adopting appropriate financial goals/objectives and prioritizing the

use of resources to accomplish these goals.  The defined goals and objectives would then be 

utilized to direct the use of available resources to meet identified community needs over the next 

year or years.  In an effort to maintain the existing level of community services, each Department

will be requested to review their existing budgets; consider potential cost savings; and submit 

anticipated budget requests for FY 2017.  Departmental services and budget line items may be 

revised based on priorities defined by the City Council.

Upon completion of the departmental budget reviews by City Administration, City Council 

members will be requested to participate in Budget Committee meetings for their assigned 

Department.  Later, budget workshops will be scheduled before the full City Council at a Study 

Session(s) to review the municipal budget and the capital improvement program budget.  It is 

intended that the City Council and the general public will be provided with appropriate 

opportunities to review and/or participate in the development of the FY 2017 Budget.  (A copy 

of the proposed FY 2017 Budget Approval Timeline, Budget Committee list and Potential 

Budget Goals/Objectives are attached for City Council review).

RECOMMENDED ACTION: It is recommended that the City Council discuss the FY 2017
Budget development process. 
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ITEM:    Discussion on Building Code 
Administration. 

DEPARTMENT: City Administration

AGENDA SECTION: Discussion Items SUBMITTED BY: Bob Mahrt, City 
Administrator

ATTACHMENTS:
(   ) ORDINANCE
(   ) RESOLUTION
( x ) OTHER SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

DATE:  August 1, 2016

BACKGROUND:

The City has adopted various building codes to protect the public health, safety and general 
welfare of the community.  Several of our adopted building codes are commonly utilized 
throughout the United States, while others are consistent with State of Illinois regulations.  Each 
separate building code is intended to addresses a specific construction type (i.e. single family 
dwelling, multi-family dwelling, commercial structure) and/or a building element (i.e. life safety,
plumbing, mechanical).   

The City last updated building codes on February 28, 2005 with the adoption of the International 
Residential Code – Edition 2003; International Building Code – Edition 2003; NFPA National 
Electrical Code – Edition 2005; NFPA Life Safety Code – Edition 2003; Illinois State Plumbing 
Code.  The City retained the previously adopted 1987 BOCA Existing Structures Code to 
address property maintenance and building renovations.   

Generally, the International Code Council provides a series of model building codes that can be 
adopted in total or with portions exempted to meet a community’s standards.  The multiple codes
available to a municipality range from Energy Conservation to Zoning, with the standard adopted
codes typically consisting of Property Maintenance Code, Residential Code, Building Code 
(MF/Commercial/Industrial), Mechanical Code, and the Fuel Gas Code.  The building code 
series is updated every three years, with revisions to address new construction methods or 
construction materials.  The updates may also include new provisions to address common life 
safety issues or structural deficiencies over time.

Many communities supplement the standard adopted ICC Codes with other recognized national 
codes such as the National Fire Protection Association for life safety, electrical and fuel gases.  
In addition, many communities within the State utilize the Illinois Plumbing Code and/or the 
Illinois Accessibility Code as their standard regulation.  

ISSUES:

On April 11, 2016, the Community Development Director in cooperation with Monticello Main 
Street and the Monticello Chamber of Commerce provided a status update on the Downtown.  
Among other items, the presentation included an overview on the state of disrepair of many 
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commercial structures within the Downtown.  At that time, the City Council expressed an 
interest in addressing property maintenance and building code concerns for the community.  

The property maintenance and building code issues facing both the residential and commercial 
areas of the community generally revolve around limited enforcement of existing codes by City 
Staff, use of outdated codes, absence of specific codes to enforce common violations, and a lack 
of political will to address on-going property maintenance issues throughout the community.   

ITEMS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION:

1) Consideration on updating Building Codes:  The Building Codes were last updated in 2005.  
While it is not necessary to adopt the most recent edition of a building code, it is important to
periodically update the building codes to maintain relevance.   (Please refer to Attachment I -
 “Existing” and “Potential” Building Codes/Ordinances).

2) Consideration on adding new Building Codes.  The City utilizes the 1987 BOCA Existing 
Structures Code, as the reference for property maintenance and building renovations.  The 
more modern ICC Existing Structures Code and the ICC Property Maintenance Code better 
address the limited scope of the adopted BOCA Existing Structures Code.  (It should be 
noted that BOCA and other model code providers were combined into the ICC in 1994, and 
those model codes are no longer supported).  Other codes for consideration may be the ICC 
Mechanical Code or the ICC Fuel Gas Code, but they represent an enhanced community 
standard that may not be warranted at this time.    (Please refer to Attachment II – Potential 
ICC Property Maintenance Code Administrative Standards). 

3) Consideration on Building Code administration standards:
The City has a working practice of very limited building inspections and enforcement of 
property maintenance issues in the community.  The limited scope of building inspections is 
apparently based off an administrative (or political) directive.  Property maintenance 
enforcement is primarily complaint driven. This level of administration would appear to be 
contradictory to the original intent of having building codes in place to protect the public 
health, safety and general welfare of the community. (Please refer to Attachment III – 
Current Building Code Administration).

4) Consideration on Municipal Code updates:
The Municipal Code sections related to building code and/or public nuisances are somewhat 
outdated.  If building codes are to be added or updated, the Municipal Code would need to be
updated as well to address redundancies and deficiencies.  

5) Consideration on evaluating administrative protocols:
The City utilizes the Police Department, Fire Chief and the Building Inspector for 
administering elements of the Municipal Code related to building codes and public 
nuisances.  If building codes are to be added or updated, the administrative protocols will 
need to be evaluated for consistency with the standards outlined in the new building codes.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

It is recommended that the City Council discuss Building Code Administration.  














































